
Workshop : Fellowships and 

Internships in the United States 



What are the opportunities  

available to you? 

 Dissertation fellowships               
– Research 

– Writing 

 

 Short-term research fellowships 
– Both pre- and post-doctoral 

 

 Internships at museums 

 

 Post-doctoral fellowships 
– Teaching 

– Research (dissertation revision or theme based) 

 



What are the opportunities  

available to you? 

 Dissertation fellowships 

– Research 

– Writing There are two main kinds of dissertation fellowships– those 

that facilitate research, and those that provide funding so you 

can write. For American students, these fellowships are seen 

as a requisite part of the graduate system. Even if your 

program has funding beyond the years of coursework, you 

are still expected to apply… winning is not just for money, 

but as a sort of demonstration of your project‟s validity. Just 

like your American counterparts, you have to make decisions 

about what you are ready for and how much time you want 

to put towards the application procedure. 
 



What are the opportunities  

available to you? 

 

 Short-term research fellowships 

– Both pre- and post-doctoral 

 
Short-term research grants are a great way to fund summer 

dissertation research, the completion of an article or book, 

or simply a trip abroad. Most of these are awarded by 

libraries and research institutions, and will require you to 

engage directly with their collections or areas of interest.  
 



What are the opportunities  

available to you? 

 

 Internships at museums 

 

Internships are a wonderful way to gain 

work experience for Master level 

students. Geared towards people who are 

still in courses, most take place during 

the summer and are unpaid. There are, 

however, a few long-term internships 

with stipends that are offered to 

advanced doctoral students. These 

combine dissertation funding and 

practical experience. 
 



What are the opportunities  

available to you? 

 

 Post-doctoral fellowships 
– Teaching 

– Research (dissertation revision or theme based) 

 

“Post-docs” are for individuals 

who have the PHD in hand, or will 

complete the dissertation before 

the fellowship period begins. 

There are two main types of post-

docs - teaching fellowships (where 

you will also be expected to be 

working up a manuscript), and 

fellowships that are strictly for 

research. 
 



Calendar 
 

The American grant and internship system works on a particular 

schedule that requires you to always be thinking…. 

 

****** ONE YEAR AHEAD ******* 

 

This means that during the 

summer of 2011 

You are thinking about the 

academic year of 2012-2013 



SAMPLE TIMELINE 



RESEARCH 

2010 

During this period, you want to be looking at various sites and blogs for fellowships and 

internships that could be helpful for you.  When you are looking this early, be ready to see 

information from the last competition year. But, even if the site hasn‟t been updated yet, the 

information can be used to make some decisions about what you want to apply for and what 

materials you are going to need to gather together. 



APPLICATION 

2010 

2011 

For advanced graduate students in the US, the fall and winter months are thought of as a period of 

high stress, a time where deadlines are often overlapping by just a few days. The best way to 

avoid total meltdowns and incomplete applications because of missing forms etc., is diligent 

planning. This is doubly true for French applicants, since you also have to contend with 

international mailing and translations. 



APPLICATION 
 

November is typically the first month for deadlines. Above are three examples of major fellowships, all 

due within the first few days of the month.  Meeting these kinds of deadlines requires major 

organization and planning, since a lot of the application components cannot realistically be requested or 

crafted in a few days, or really a few weeks. That‟s why it is important to start looking early, and begin 

preparing your application a few months ahead of the deadlines. 

2011 

The Getty Foundation, Los Angeles 

- Fellows in residence from September to June 

-  Stipend of $25,000 or $30,000 

- Any topic in art history, though must relate to the 

yearly theme (2010: Artistic Practice) 

- For pre-doctorates, you are expected to finish 

dissertation during award period  

      (“finishing grant”) 

 

Metropolitan Museum of Art - Annette Kade Fellowship 

- Specifically FOR French or German pre-doctoral 

art historians 

- One year at the MET,  for study or research 

- Stipend of $30,000 

Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts (CASVA) 

- Two-year post-doc, with both teaching and research 

- Stipend of $50,000 

- Needs 7 sets of the material 

November, 1st 

November, 4th 

*Check websites for up-to-date* 

**deadlines** 



2011 

Long-term  Felllowship (post-doc) 

Mellon Fellowship, Dana and David Dornsife 

Fellowship 

- Nine to twelve month duration 

- Stipend of $50,000 

Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library , Yale 

- Short-term fellowships to support post-doctoral 

research at the library 

- Includes travel costs to and from New Haven and a 

living allowance of $4,000 per month  

Short-term Fellowship : Pre - or post-doctoral 

- One to five  month duration 

- $2,500 per month 

December, 13th 

December, 15th 
Huntington Library and Museum, San Marino California 

APPLICATION 
 

Here we have two examples of another type of fellowship - research grants at libraries. These are 

great opportunities for doctoral students, post-docs, and established scholars.  

*Check websites for up-to-date* 

**deadlines** 



2012 
National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.  -  Summer Internship 

- International students specifically mentioned 

- Duration from June 13 – August 12, 

- Stipend of approximately $4,500 

Guggenheim Museum, New York – Summer Internship 

- International students specifically mentioned 

- Duration from May or June to August 

- Unpaid 

National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. - Graduate curatorial internship 

- International students specifically mentioned 

- In residence at the NGA from September to May 

- Stipend, $30,000 

January, 6th 

January, 18th 

APPLICATION 
The above are examples of  paid and unpaid museum internships, which can vary greatly in their 

duration.  

*Check websites for up-to-date* 

**deadlines** 



Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago – Summer Internship 

- Encourages international students 

- Duration from May to August 

- Unpaid 

The Frick Collection, New York -   

Interpretive Fellowship 

- Twelve-month fellowship devoted to gallery 

- Stipend of $25,000 

Indianapolis Museum of Art, Clowes Collection 

Curatorial Fellowship 

- Duration of nine-months 

- Stipend of $18,000, travel allowance of $2,000 

- (received in late January)  

February, 10th 
Newberry Library, Chicago - Short-term research fellowship 

- Duration of one to two-months 

- Stipend of $1,600 per month 

March, 15th 

March, 25th March, 31st 

APPLICATION 
This mix of opportunities demonstrates that while many of the larger fellowships have earlier 

deadlines, many internships and short-term research grants have slightly later due dates. 

2012 

 

March, 15th 
Walters Art Museum, Baltimore – Summer Internship 

- Duration of at least eight to 10 weeks 

- Unpaid 

 

*Check websites for up-to-date* 

**deadlines** 



RESULTS 
The results for fellowships and internships often take a long tie to be released. Be prepared to 

wait…and wait, and wait! 

*2012* 



RESEARCH 

 
 

Where do I start 

looking? 
 

 
 
 



RESEARCH 

 

I.   Professional Associations 

 

II.   Listservs (email updates) 

 

III.  Miscellaneous Websites 

 

 

 

 

In this section, the different sources for how to find out about fellowships and internships will be 

discussed. While these sites are not the only places to look, it‟s a good start… 



Professional Associations 
Not only are the websites for these organizations great resources for information about 
grants and jobs, but they also often offer their own funding. Moreover, it is important to 
show that you are engaged with the American system, and membership in one or more 

of these groups is a great way to demonstrate that (also looks good on your CV!). 
 

 College Art Association (CAA) 

  http:// www.collegeart.org 
 

 Society for Architectural Historians (SAH) 

     http://www.sah.org/ 
 

 American Association of Museums (AAM) 

  http:// www.aam-us.org 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH 



Professional Associations 

 

Field Specific Associations  (a small sampling) 
 

– Renaissance Society of America (RSA) 

    http://www.rsa.org/ 

 

– Historians of Eighteenth-Century Art and Architecture (HECAA) 

    http://enfilade18thc.wordpress.com 

 

– Medieval Academy of America 

    http://www.medievalacademy.org/ 

 

– Archeological Institute of America 

    http://www.archaeological.org/ 

 

RESEARCH 



Listservs 
When you sign up, prepare to receive a lot of emails…but it will be worth it if you 

find the perfect fellowship! 

 

 H-Net “Humanities and Social Sciences Online” 

     http://www.h-net.org/lists/ 
- H-ArtHist 

- H-Museum 

- H-German 
 

- H-France…now unaffiliated 
- Great for meeting other students in Paris…and there are English 

get-togethers twice every month! 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH 



RESEARCH 

Miscellaneous Website 
 

 

University of California, Los Angeles - Graduate & Postdoctoral Extramural  

Support Database (GRAPES)  

http://www.gdnet.ucla.edu/grpinst.htm 
- Go to “Search GRAPES” 

 

Cornell University, Graduate School - Fellowship Database 

http://www.gradschool.cornell.edu/?p=132 
- Choose, “Humanities & Arts ” and check “Any Deadline” 

 

 

Brown University, History of Art and Architecture 

http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Art_Architecture/graduate/handbook-grants.html 
- Shorter, but nicely organized by deadline 

 

 

The sites above were found through google searches (using terms like “external funding” and “ 

art history fellowships”). They may be more like them…so keep looking! 



Miscellaneous Website 

 

“Resources for Art Historians”  
http://www.efn.org/~acd/resources.html 

 

This site includes a VERY long list of both fellowships and 

internships. The section on fellowships is not well filtered, so 

prepare to spend a long time looking. It is very useful for 

internships, however, since it organizes them by state. 
 

 

 

RESEARCH 



RESEARCH 

 

 

“Blog de Bourse” 

http://blogdeboursehistoiredelart.wor

dpress.com/ 
 

 
This site needs your help to keep improving…so don‟t 

forget to email if you find an opportunity that is not yet 

listed! 

 

Miscellaneous Website 



 Ask people in your field – colleagues, facutly – 

if they know of or have applied for 

fellowships/internships that would be available 

to you 

 

 Even if you are diligent in the RESEARCH 

phase, be  prepared to act quickly if you hear 

about another opportunity through listservs, 

friends or professional associations!!! 

 

RESEARCH 

Final Tips 



 

Truth: 

This step is tedious, time consuming,  

and not much fun… 

 

 

Best way to avoid Application Hell: 

 

EXTREME ORGANIZATION  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 



Possible timeline 

 

1. In September/October, establish a list of 

fellowships and internships from the 

RESEARCH stage that interest you 

 

2. Make a list of all the components each one 

requires (and how many copies!!!).  

* There will always to crossovers, so you want to make 

sure you are not wasting your time getting one last reveler 

de note, or disturbing your recommender for another 

letter…prepare ahead and you will only have to ask once! 

APPLICATION 



 

1. In September, establish a list of fellowships/internships from your 

RESEARCH that interest you 

 

2. Make a list of all the components each one requires (and how many 

copies!!!). 

 

TYPICAL COMPONENTS 
 

Curriculum Vitae 

Transcripts 

Letters of Recommendation 

Project Summary – Dissertation Abstract 

Personal Statements 

APPLICATION 



Curriculum Vitae 
 

 

 

 

Included here are three examples from American graduate students. Each 

was used for a different type of fellowship application. While there are 

similarities in content and style – and they are useful models of typical 

headings etc. - it is important to keep in mind that no two CVs look 

exactly the same. The goal is to highlight your strengths, and to tailor 

those assets to the particular application. 
 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 



APPLICATION 
CV used in for a dissertation fellowship at a museum 

Name 

Home/Office Address 

Phone number 

Email address 

No birthdate, martial status or photo included in American CVs 



APPLICATION 

Name 

Home/Office Address 



APPLICATION 
CV used for a fellowship that focuses on dissertation completion 

 
Name 

Home/Office Address * Email Address 

No birthdate, martial status or photo included in American CVs 



APPLICATION 

Name 

Home/Office Address * Email Address 



APPLICATION 
Same student as previous CV, but this is a RESUME used for three year post doc at a museum 

 



Curriculum Vitae : Tips 
 

Precision: No inconsistencies in formatting. 

 
 

Perfection: Triple check everything.  

                   No spelling errors!!!!!! 

 
 

Pertinence: Tailor your CV to your audience 

APPLICATION 

Resource for more advice see “CV Doctor,” in The Chronicle of Higher Education 

http://chronicle.com/section/Home/5 

Move sections around, leave less important things out…anything 

to highlight what is important for a particular application 

This is especially important for you, since there are also issues of 

translation. Be extra vigilant in your proofreading! 

Print out before you include in an application…and for digital 

applications, turn into a PDF 



Transcripts 
 

A transcript is a document that displays all classes that you take in a program  (either as an 

undergraduate or masters/doctoral student). Both the course name and the grade (note ) are listed. 

While a relever de note  is similar, it is not a true equivalent, especially since it does not use a 

system of grading that would be immediately recognizable to Americans, who use letters instead 

of numbers. 

 

How can you get around this? If a transcript is requested, it might be helpful to include a signed 

and sealed letter from either your advisor or your university attesting to the quality of your 

grades, and try to find a letter equivalent (for example, 18/20 is like an A-).  

 

When in doubt…ask the institution/society/museum to which you are applying for what they 

want! 

APPLICATION 



APPLICATION 

Example Transcript 
    - masters and doctoral coursework 



Letters of 

Recommendation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 



Letters of Recommendation 

 

APPLICATION 

Length: 
- Tend to be longer than one page, single spaced.  

 

Content: 
- There is no set organization…but this is very much a letter of recommendation, and not 

an introduction!  

- Should speak to your qualities and the value of your project. 

- If at all possible, should be in English… 

 

Distribution: 
- Physical letter: directly sent to the institution, either by you or the recommender…but    

                              ALWAYS in a envelop signed across the flap 

- Digital letter: you enter in the recommender‟s information, and an email is  

                          automatically sent to them requesting the document online 

 

Really, there is very little you can do about what goes in these letters.  

They are meant to be completely confidential and the writer is helping you out…so 

you don‟t want to be too demanding 
…….BUT……. 



APPLICATION 

 

Things you can do: 
 

 

1. Respect their time and effort 
- Make the request at least one month in advance of the deadline 

- Give them a list of the due dates and how many copies to provide  (or if it will be 

digital) 

 

2. Simplify their lives 
- Bring a brief description of the grant or internship to your meeting (tailoring!) 

- Give them a copy of your project summary or personal statement (more tailoring!) 

 

3. Choose Wisely 
- Make sure they know you well and have seen you at your best 

- Just like with everything else, think about your audience. For example, if you are 

applying for a fellowship or internship at a museum, maybe choose a someone who 

works in that world 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation 

 



Project Summary – 

Dissertation Abstract 

APPLICATION 

This is an EXTREMELY important part of an application…it is the argument for why you should 

be given money! Everything else is really just back up evidence of your capacity to do the work 

you outline in your project summary. 

 

For American students, this part of an application is usually based off of their “dissertation 

proposals,” a document that summarizes what their project is, its goals, and why it is important. 

Ninety percent of graduate students have to get a „Dissertation Proposal‟ approved by their 

advisor or department before they begin their dissertation research. This document, however, is 

only a foundation…and it will be revised MANY times during the application process: changed 

to  fit different length requirements and formats, but more importantly, transformed to match the 

specific fellowship that is being applied for.  

 

Since “dissertation proposals” are not required in most programs in France, it would be a good 

idea to draw up a project summary for your dissertation (ca. 4-5 pages) as soon as possible… 

 



 

Goal of a project proposal is to persuade the audience (reviewers, committee or 

board members) that the proposed project deserves to be funded by their 

organization or institution. 

 

To accomplish this, every element must contribute…every sentence and thought 

must advance the argument and help to convince the audience of  

the value of your project and your capacity to see it through. 

 

BUT, there is no “one-size-fits all” formula for success!!!! 
 

Only certain strategies that tend to be present in  

project summaries from successful applications 

APPLICATION 
Project Summary – Dissertation Abstract 

 



I. Start out strong 
 

- While nothing about the project proposal is set is stone…one rule seems pretty 

universal 

      The beginning paragraphs should be used to: 

- set up the central claim of the project, how it will be pursued, and 

why it is worth knowing 

 

This is the moment to overstate, rather than understate, your point or question. 

You can add the conditions and caveats later. 

 

- After that, the structure should be one that serves you best!  

     You can: 

- Create a single prose statement, without sections 

- Have an introduction, followed by chapters 

- Organize using sub-sections, such as overview, method, plan of work 
 

BUT, you want to make sure you include:  

Methodology, future plans, and what you have completed so far 

 

APPLICATION 
Project Summary – Dissertation Abstract 



APPLICATION 
First page of two project summaries, with highlighted intent statements  

and reasons why it the subject is important (names omitted) 

Standard application format uses 12-point font,  

in Times New Roman  



II. Your Project…Why should I care? 

 
- Even though you are invested…you need to convince an outside 

audience, possibly with little to no knowledge of your field, or even 

discipline, that your project is worthwhile and important 

 

 

Examples „Significance‟: 

- Methodological innovation  

- Interdisciplinary…but be specific (ex. History of Science plus Art) 

- Presenting entirely new evidence, which could be useful for other 

disciplines 

- Addressing a blank spot in the historiography…and why this should be 

filled 
 

APPLICATION 
Project Summary – Dissertation Abstract 



III. Accessibility! “Not patronizing, not pretentious” 
 

 

- Your application is going to be evaluated by committees whose members are 

not necessarily specialists in your field, your discipline, or sometimes even 

in academia 

 

- This means that your proposal must be accessible to a WIDE audience 

 

• Introduce everything…..BUT „dumb-down‟ nothing 

• NEVER use JARGON 

• Try having a friend or relative who knows nothing about your topic read 

it…if they can not understand what you are trying to say, you have a 

problem 

 

Quick Tip: Try not to bad mouth any scholars, because they might be reading it! 

BUT, if you have a strong opinion, just say it gently/tactfully.  

APPLICATION 
Project Summary – Dissertation Abstract 



APPLICATION 
Project Summary – Dissertation Abstract 

Amazing Resources 
 

The Art of Writing Proposals.  

Adam Pzreworski and Frank Salomon. 

Social Science Research Council, 1998. 

http://www.ssrc.org/fellowships/ 

 

Writing Proposals for ACLS Fellowships Competitions. 

Christina M. Gillis 

American Council of Learned Societies, 2008. 

http://www.acls.org/programs/dcf/ 

 *for one specific fellowship, but great overall advice 



Personal Statement 

Can be a component for grants, internships, postdocs 

 

Questions you want to address: 

  What is unique about you? (your individuality) 

  What details of your life will help the committee       
understand you? (family, history, experiences) 

  How did you become interested in art history or this 
particular topic? 

  If you have previously worked in other fields, what have 
you learned, and how has professional experience 
contributed to your personal growth? 

 

APPLICATION 



Personal Statement 
 

More possible questions: 

  What are your career goals? 

  Have you had to overcome any unusual obstacles? 

  What personal characteristics do you possess that improve 

your prospects in the field? (integrity, compassion, persistence, 

leadership) 

  Why are you a stronger candidate than other applicants? 

  What are compelling reasons for the committee to be 

interested in you? 

 

Tip: Try to link up as many of your answers as possible… how 

your personal experiences are related to your intellectual 

interests, etc. 

 

APPLICATION 



RESULTS 
Expect the unexpected…both in terms of when you will find out and what application will be 

chosen. The truth is that you are at the whims and interests of a committee, where their interests 

or projects might color decisions. A rejection is NOT necessarily a reflection of the  

quality of your project. 

 

ALL YOU CAN DO IS CREATE THE BEST APPLICATION PACKET YOU CAN… 

THEN HOPE! 

 



Support, support, support!!!!! 

RESULTS 

This process can be grueling, and one great way to help yourself through both the application and 

the results stages is a lot of support. 

 

Try organizing a writing group for the fall. Meet once a week or twice a month. Share your project 

summary, CV, personal statement. This feedback and corrections can be invaluable.  

(It might be a good idea to try and find some Americans to include in the group. You can read their 

French and they can help you with your English). 

 

When the application period is over, you can ask the group for support while you wait for the 

results….and then share in the joy if you win! 



!!!!! Congratulations you got a fellowship!!!!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now it‟s time to think about VISAS!  

As soon as possible check with the American Embassy and 

the institution that is providing your funding to find out what 

type of paperwork you will need. 
 

 

RESULTS 



! Bonne Chance ! 


